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As recently as the turn of the century, Western images of India pictured it as a land of religion,

luxury, and desperate poverty holy men sitting cross-legged by the roadside, fat maharajas on

bejeweled elephants, or poverty-stricken beggars picking garbage for scraps to eat. Now that image

has started to change. Today Americans are more likely to imagine Indian workers in call centers

taking jobs needed in the United States or kids winning fortunes on quiz shows as in Slumdog

Millionaire.  Covering approximately 5,000 years of history, this revised resource offers an

accessible, reliable introduction to the rich and diverse history of India.
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..." scholarly in its depth of research, with an abundance of details and an attractive format... well

documented, interesting to read and understand, and visually appealing." --This text refers to an

alternate Hardcover edition.

Judith E. Walsh, Ph.D., obtained her Ph.D. in modern South Asian history from Columbia University

and is currently a professor in the Humanities and Languages Department at the State University of

New York, Old Westbury. She has more than 20 years' experience writing, lecturing, and teaching

courses on India and South Asia. She has also studied Sanskrit, Hindi, and Bengali and recently

published a book of translations from 19th-century Bengali-language texts.



Easy read, high level survey, good place to begin you journey to understanding India.

This book is exactly what it says - a brief history of India. It is very informative and extremely well

written and gives a good overview of India from the early beginnings to modern times. It can be a bit

precious at times but that really doesn't interfere with the amount of information packed into it. I

would definitely recommend it to anyone interested in India

This is the worst written history book I have ever had to read.please do not buy this book unless it is

a requirement . It us horribly written and extremely painful to read through.

This book is quite informative with history and geography without being too dry. That said, color

photos and more graphics would be appreciated. (In other words, this is not a DK Guide, in case

that's what you're expecting).
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